[Cross-reacting antigen common to cells of the basal layer of monolayer epithelium and the polysaccharide of group A streptococci during embryogenesis].
Indirect immunofluorescence with the use of antibodies to the cross-reactive antigen (CRA) common to the group A streptococcus as well as to human and animal cover epithelia of ectodermal origin has shown that CRA appears in the Wistar rat fetal skin on the 15th day of pregnancy in the early period of stratified squamous epithelium formation. The antigen is diffusely spreading in the cytoplasm of large cells of the embryonal skin epithelium. By the end of pregnancy and at the moment of birth (days 21--23) the pattern of CRA localization in fetal skin is the same as the skin of adult species: it is localized only in the peripheral zone of basal layer cell cytoplasm of the stratified squamous epithelium.